366          THE MICEOSCOPY OF DEINKING WATER
fication. They are the ciliary wreath, the mastax, and the
foot.
The ciliary wreath consists of one or more circlets of cilia
springing from disk-like lobes surrounding the mouth at the
anterior end. By their continual lashing they present the
appearance of wheels, giving to these organisms the name of
" wheel-animalcules/5 Their function is to assist in locomo-
tion, to create currents in the water by which food-particles
are carried into the mouth, and to conduct this food-material
through the alimentary canal. The disk-like lobe bearing the
cilia is known by the names of corona, trochal disk, or velum.
It takes different shapes in different rotifers. Its simplest
form is an oval or circle. In more complex forms it is intricately
folded, as shown on PI. XVI, Figs. A to E. The ciliated wreath
is often supplemented by certain projecting processes, ciliated
or bearing setae or bristles.
The foot, pseudopodium, or posterior extremity of a rotifer
presents several different types. It may be fleshy and trans-
versely wrinkled, or hard and jointed; it may be non-retractile
or retractile; often the jointed forms are telescopic; it may
terminate in a sort of sucking-disk or in a ciliated expansion,
or it may be furcate, or divided into toes, as shown on PL
XVI, Figs. F to I. In some species the foot is altogether
lacking.
The mastax is a sort of muscular bulb forming a part of
the pharynx and containing the trophi. It has an opening
above from the mouth and below into the oesophagus. The
trophi, or teeth, are peculiar calcareous structures. Their
function is to grind the food before it passes into the stomach,
and this grinding movement may be witnessed through the
transparent walls of many rotifers. The trophi consist of two
toothed, hammer-like bodies, or mallei, that pound on a sort
of split anvil, or incus. The malleus consists of an upper
part, the head or uncus, and a lower part, the handle or
manubrium. The incus also consists of two parts, a sym-
metrically divided upper part, the rami, that receives the
blow of the malleus, and a lower part or fulcrum. The trophi